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Lesson 6: 

                                            Prefixes  
    A prefix is a letter or a group of letters attached to the beginning of a word (or word root) that partly indicates its meaning. 
    For example, the word prefix itself begins with the prefix pre-, which generally means “before” or “in front of”. 
    Many of today’s English words contain prefixes from Greek or Latin. Understanding the meaning of the most common prefixes can help deduce the definition of new words that we run across in our reading, especially knowing that they can make a word mean its opposite, such as the difference between possible and impossible. 
    Still, we do need to be careful. The same prefix can be spelled in more than one way (pre- and pro-, for instance), and some prefixes (like in-) have more than one meaning (in this case, “not” or “without” versus “in” or “into”). Even so, being able to recognize prefixes can help us build our vocabularies. 
  
    So briefly, we can say that a prefix is a letter or a group of letters that comes before or at the beginning of a word or root and it changes its meaning. 
· The following table defines and illustrates 35 common prefixes. 

Common Prefixes: 
	   Prefix
	Meaning
	                          Examples

	 01/ a, an-
	Without, lack of, not
	Amoral, acellular, achromatic, anhydrous… 

	 02/ Ante-
	Before, earlier, in front of
	Antecedent, antedate, antemeridian, anterior                 ……

	 03/ Anti-
	Against, opposite of
	Anticlimax, antiaircraft, antiseptic, antibody…

	 04/ Auto- 
	Self, name
	Autopilot, autobiography, automobile…

	05/ Circum-
	Around, about 
	Circumvent, circumnavigate, circumscribe…

	06/  Co-
	With, together 
	Co-pilot, co-worker, co-exist, co-author…

	07/  Com-, con-
	Together, with
	Companion, commingle, contact, concentrate…

	08/  Contra-, contro-
	Against, opposite
	Contradict, contrast, contrary, controversy…

	09/  De-
	Down, off, away from
	Devalue, deactivate, debug, degrade, deduce…

	10/  Dis-
	Not, apart, away
	Disappear, disagreeable, disbar, dissect…

	11/  En-
	Put into, cover with 
	Enclose, entangle, enslave, encase… 

	12/  Ex-
	Out of, from, former
	Extract, exhale, excavate, ex-president… 

	13/  Extra-
	Beyond, outside, more than 
	Extracurricular, extramarital, extravagant… 

	14/ Hetero- 
	Different, other
	Heterodox, heterogeneous… 


	15/ Homo-, homeo-
	Same, alike
	Hmonym, homophone, homeostasis… 

	16/ Hyper- 
	Over, more, beyond
	Hyperactive, hypersensitive, hypercritical… 

	17/  Il-, im-, in-, ir-
	Not, without
	Illegal, immoral, inconsiderate, irresponsible… 

	18/  In-
	In, into 
	Insert, inspection, infiltrate… 

	19/  Inter-
	Between, among
	Intersect, interstellar, intervene, interpenetrate… 

	20/  Intra-, intro
	Within, inside
	Intravenous, intragalactic, introvert… 

	21/  Macro-
	Large, prominent
	Macroeconomics, macrostructure, macrocosm

	22/  Micro-
	Very small
	Microscope, microcosm, microbe… 

	23/  Mono-
	One, single, alone
	Monocle, monologue, monogamy, monotony… 

	24/  Non-
	Not, without
	Nonentity, nonaggressive, nonessential, nonfiction… 

	25/  Omni-
	All, every 
	Omniscient, omnivorous, omnidirectional… 

	26/  Post-
	After, behind
	Postmortem, posterior, postscript, postoperative… 

	27/  Pre-, pro-
	Before, forward 
	Precede, predict, project, prologue… 

	28/  Sub-
	Under, lower
	Submarine, subsidiary, substandard… 

	29/  Sym-, syn-
	Same time, together
	Symmetry, symposium, synchronize, synapse… 

	
30/  Tele-
	
From or over a distance
	
Telecommunications, telemedicine, television, telephone… 

	31/  Trans-
	across, beyond, through
	Transmit, transaction, translation, transfer… 

	32/  Tri-
	Three, every, third
	Tricycle, trimester, triangle, triathlon… 

	33/  Un-
	Not, lacking, opposite of 
	Unfinished, unskilled, ungraceful, unfriendly… 

	34/  Uni-
	One, single
	Unicorn, unicellular, unicycle, unilateral… 

	35/  Up-
	To the top or north, higher/ better
	Upbeat, updo, upgrade, upload, uphill, upstage, upscale, up-tempo… 





                                               Best Wishes of Luck…
