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Lecture No. (06): Terms of Political Parties
and Electoral System (part3)

Electoral glossary

Advance voting : The opportunity for electors to vote before election day. There are
several ways of doing this, including postal voting and voting at designated polling

stations.
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Boundary delimitation : The process by which a country, local authority area or

supranational institution area is divided into electoral constituencies.
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Campaigning : Political activity, including meetings, rallies, speeches,
demonstrations, parades, other events and the use of the media, aimed at informing
the electorate of the programme of a particular candidate or political party and

garnering their support.
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Citizenship : The status of citizen of a country, accompanied by a series of rights
and obligations often defined in the constitution or in a fundamental or organic law.
The conditions for obtaining citizenship vary and may include being born in a

country, having one or both parents from that country, or naturalisation.
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Closed list : A form of list proportional representation in which voters can only vote
for a party or political grouping and cannot express a preference for any candidate

within a party list.

O3 Ll Led pumnay ) Aaslall gudd) Juital JISCAT o0 JSCa 1 Lil ) daslall
E-voring : Abbreviation for electronic voting. Any method of voting using electronic

means. Examples include Internet voting, voting by personal digital assistant (PDA),

voting by telephone or mobile phone, and voting by digital television.
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Elector: A person who is both qualified and registered to vote in an election.
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Electoral district : One of the geographical areas into which a country, local
authority or supranational institution may be divided for electoral purposes. An
electoral district may elect one or more representatives to an elected body. See

multi-member constituency and single-member constituency.
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Electoral law : One or more pieces of legislation governing all aspects of the
process of electing political institutions as defined in a country's constitution or

institutional framework.
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Electoral Management Body : The organisation charged by electoral law with
responsibility for the conduct of elections. In most countries, the EMB (Electoral

Management Body) is either an independent commission appointed for this

purpose or part of a specific government department.
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Electoral register: List of persons registered as entitled to vote.
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Electoral regulations : Rules subsidiary to legislation made, often by the Electoral
Management Body under powers conferred by electoral law, which govern certain

aspects of the organisation and administration of an election.
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Electoral system : The part of electoral law and regulations that determines how
parties and candidates are elected to a representative body. Its three most important
components are the electoral formula, the voting structure and the constituency

boundaries.
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Electorate : Can have two distinct meanings: (a) the total number of electors
registered to vote in an electoral district; and (b) a synonym for constituency used

mainly in some English—speaking countries.
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Restriction of rights : Provisions in a country's electoral law and regulations that

govern the practical conditions required for an elector to vote. They can be of two

types: legal and administrative.
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External constituencies : Electoral constituencies whose electorate is made up of

external voters, from whom representatives are elected to reserved seats.
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External voter : A voter who is registered as residing outside his or her country of

citizenship or as not being present in his or her country of citizenship.
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External voting : The inclusion in a country’s electoral law and regulations of
provisions and procedures that allow some or all of a country's electors who are
temporarily or permanently outside the country to exercise their right to vote from

outside the country's territory.
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