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Level: 1st Year License                                                          Module: Social and Human Science 

Geography 

Geography is both a natural science and a social science, making it a unique field of 

study. By combining these elements, geography provides a holistic understanding of the earth 

and its inhabitants, fostering solutions for complex global challenges. As a social science, 

geography focuses on the relationships between people, societies, and their environments. This 

aspect emphasizes the spatial patterns of human activity, the cultural and economic systems 

shaping landscapes, and the ways people interact with their surroundings. 

Importance of Geography 

1. Policymaking: Provides insights into urban planning, disaster management, and 

sustainable development. 

2. Global Understanding: Enhances knowledge of cultural diversity, global 

interconnectivity, and geopolitical dynamics. 

3. Problem Solving: Addresses real-world issues like climate change, poverty, and 

urbanization through spatial perspectives. 

Key Aspects of Geography 

Key Aspects Definition and Examples 

Human Environment 

Interaction 

1. Examines how human activities influence the environment (e.g., 

urbanization, deforestation) and how environmental factors shape 

human life. 

2. Examples include climate adaptation, disaster management, and 

resource management. 

Spatial Analysis of 

Social Phenomena 

1. Studies the distribution of populations, settlements, and economic 

activities across the Earth's surface. 

2. It investigates patterns like urbanization, migration, and regional 

development. 

Cultural Geography 1. Explores cultural practices, languages, religions, and traditions 

and how they vary across regions. 

2. Includes the study of cultural landscapes and how human 

activities imprint on natural environments. 

Economic Geography 1. Focuses on the spatial aspects of economic systems, including 

trade, industry, and agriculture. 

2. Analyzes global inequalities, resource distribution, and economic 

networks. 
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Political Geography 1. Studies the spatial dimensions of power, governance, and 

conflict. 

2. Includes topics like territorial boundaries, geopolitics, and the 

influence of political systems on spatial organization. 

Urban Geography 1. Investigates the development, structure, and functioning of cities 

and urban systems. 

2. Topics include urban planning, housing, and transportation 

networks. 

Methods of Geography 

• Fieldwork: observing and collecting data on human activities and their impact on the 

landscape. 

• GIS and Spatial Data Analysis: Mapping and analyzing spatial patterns using 

geographic information systems. 

• Qualitative Approaches: Interviews, ethnography, and participatory research to 

understand the human experiences. 

• Quantitative Methods: Statistical analysis to study population trends, economic data, 

and other measurable phenomena. 

Political Science 

Political science is a core social science discipline that studies systems of governance, 

political activities, institutions, behavior, and power dynamics. It explores the theory and practice 

of politics and how these influence societies at local, national, and global levels.  

Political science uses different methods to reach its goals, such as qualitative methods, 

cognitive methods, comparative analysis, and theoretical approaches. 

Importance of Political Science 

1. Understanding Governance: Explains the functioning of political systems and 

institutions. 

2. Promoting Citizenship: Encourages informed and active participation in political 

processes. 

3. Policy Development: Provides insights for designing effective and equitable policies. 

4. Conflict Resolution: Helps analyze and mediate conflicts at both domestic and 

international levels. 
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5. Global Perspective: Fosters an understanding of international dynamics and 

cooperation. 

Key Aspects of Political Science 

Key Aspects Definition 

Study of Power 

and Authority 

1. Examines how power is distributed and exercised within societies. 

2.Investigates the legitimacy of authority and the role of governments. 

Political Theories 

and Philosophies 

1. Explores foundational ideas, including democracy, socialism, 

liberalism and conservatism. 

2. Involves the work of thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, 

Hobbes, and Marx. 

Political Systems 

and Institutions 

1. Analyzes structures such as governments, parliament, political 

parties, and judicial systems. 

2. Studies how different system (democratic, authoritarian, etc.) shape 

governance. 

Comparative 

Politics 

1. Compares political systems across different countries to understand 

similarities and differences. 

2. Focuses on elections, policy-making, and state functioning in various 

contexts. 

International 

Relations 

1. Studies interactions between nations, including diplomacy, war, 

trade, and alliances. 

2. Focuses on global governance organizations like the UN and issues 

like globalization and human rights. 

Public Policy and 

Administration 

1. Examines how governments design and implement policies affecting 

societal well-being. 

2. Involves areas like education, health, environment, and economic 

planning. 

Political Behavior 1. Investigates voter behavior, political participation, and public 

opinion. 

2. Studies how individuals and groups influence and are influenced by 

political systems. 

 

Economy 

The term ‘‘economy’’ refers to the system by which goods and services are produced, 

distributed, and consumed within a society. It encompasses all activities related to the 

management of resources, wealth, and trade, and is a vital component of a human life and 

societal development. Economies operate at various levels, from local to global, and their 

functioning is influenced by cultural, political, and technological factors. 
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Understanding the economy is crucial for individuals, businesses, and governments to 

make informed decisions that ensure prosperity and stability. 

Significance of the Economy 

1. Sustains Society: Provides resources and services essential for daily life. 

2. Promotes Growth: Drives innovation, employment, and improved living standards. 

3. Shapes Global Relations: Influences trade, diplomacy, and power dynamics among 

nations. 

4. Addresses Inequality: A well-managed economy can reduce poverty and promote social 

equity. 

Types and Branches of Economics 

Types Branches 

Market Economy: Decisions are made based 

on supply and demand. 

Prices are determined by market forces, with 

minimal government intervention. 

Macroeconomics: Examines the economy as 

a whole, including national income, growth, 

and policies. 

Deals with issues like inflation, and 

unemployment, and fiscal policy. 

Command Economy: The government 

controls production, distribution, and prices. 

Common in socialist or communist systems. 

Microeconomics: Studies individual 

decision-making by households and firms. 

Focuses on supply, demand, and pricing. 

Mixed Economy: Combines element of 

market and command economies. 

Balances private enterprise with government 

regulation. 

International Economics: Focuses on trade, 

investment, and financial interactions between 

nations. 

Traditional Economy: Based on customs, 

traditions, and subsistence practices. 

Found in rural or undeveloped regions. 

Development Economics: Explores ways to 

improve the economic conditions of 

developing countries. 

Key Components of an Economy 

1. Production: The process of creating goods or services to satisfy human needs and wants. 

Includes industries like agriculture, manufacturing, and services. 

2. Distribution: The methods by which goods and services are delivered to consumers. 

Involves transportation, logistics, and market systems. 

3. Consumption: The use of goods and services by individuals, businesses, or 

governments.  
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4. Resources: Includes natural resources (land, minerals), human resources (labor, skills), 

and capital (machines, tools, technology). 

5. Economic Actors: Individuals (consumers), businesses (producers), and governments 

(regulators and service providers). 


