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Lecture No. (02) International ResponsibilityTerms & Concepts
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Definition of International Responsibility in Public International Law
Under the international legal system, a state is obligated to compensate
for damages caused by unlawful acts it commits that violate the rules of
public international law. This obligation stems from the definition of
international responsibility, which establishes that a state bears

responsibility for unlawful acts.
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Pillars of International Responsibility

Unlawfulness of the Act: International law relies on rules that
determine whether an act is in violation of the international

legal order.

Causal Link: The act must have caused harm to another state

or infringed its rights.

Damage Resulting from the Act: The state is obligated to

compensate for damages caused by the unlawful act.
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Key Principles Related to International Responsibility

The principle of international responsibility was explicitly affirmed for the
first time in the 1927 judgment of the Permanent Court of International

Justice in the dispute between Poland and Germany over the Chorzéw

factories. The decision established that a state bears international

responsibility when it commits acts that violate international law.
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Types of International Responsibility

1. Direct Responsibility:
Arises when a state directly commits unlawful acts with knowledge,

such as aggression or violating the sovereignty of other states.

. Indirect Responsibility:
Occurs when a state causes harm to another state through
unlawful acts carried out by entities under its administration or

supervision.
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Basis of International Responsibility

International responsibility is primarily founded on an international
legal rule. It cannot be imposed unless the attributed act is

unlawful and results in direct or indirect harm to another state.

The act must be attributable to the state and constitute a violation

of an international legal rule.
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Conditions of International Responsibility

1. Attribution of the Act to the State:
The act must be committed by an entity affiliated with the state or

decided upon by its legislative, executive, or judicial authorities.

. Unlawfulness of the Act:
The act must contravene international legal rules, whether in public

international law or domestic law.

. Existence of Harm Resulting from the Unlawful Act:
Harm can be material or moral and must have a negative impact

on the injured state.
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Examples of the Application of International Responsibility

Legislative Acts:
For instance, a state enacting laws that violate its international
obligations, such as the 1926 case between Poland and Germany

concerning economic rights violations.

Administrative Acts:
Decisions that violate individual or other states' rights, such as the
1972 dispute involving Iraq and an international company over oil

insurance.

Judicial Acts:
Judicial rulings that contravene general principles of international
law, such as the 1932 Grieztnad case between Poland and

Germany.
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International responsibility serves as a tool for achieving justice in

relations among states. It is based on the obligation of states to respect

and adhere to international legal rules.
This responsibility encompasses compensating for damages, whether

caused by direct or indirect acts.
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