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Lesson n°1: Socialization
I. Introduction
Socialization is the lifelong process through which individuals acquire the values,
norms, and behaviors appropriate to their society. It plays a crucial role in shaping
personality, influencing social development, and integrating individuals into their cultural
contexts. This study will explore the definitions, types, agents, and stages of socialization,

along with its significance and the impact of modern influences.

1. Definition of Socialization
Socialization can be defined as the process by which individuals learn and internalize the
norms, values, and behaviors necessary for functioning in society. It encompasses various

interactions, experiences, and observations that occur throughout life.

I11.  Types of Socialization

1. Primary Socialization: This occurs in early childhood, primarily within the family.
Children learn fundamental norms and values from parents and immediate caregivers.

2. Secondary Socialization: This happens later in life, where individuals learn appropriate
behaviors in specific social contexts, such as schools, workplaces, and peer groups.

3. Anticipatory Socialization: In this type, individuals prepare for future roles or statuses by
adopting behaviors and norms associated with those roles.

4. Resocialization: This process involves unlearning old behaviors and norms to adopt new

ones, often occurring in settings such as prisons or rehabilitation centers.
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V.

Agents of Socialization

Family: The primary agent, providing the first lessons in social norms, values, and
roles.

Education: Schools teach not only academic skills but also social skills, discipline,
and citizenship.

Peer Groups: Friends and peers influence behaviors, identity, and social interactions,
particularly during adolescence.

Mass Media: Television, social media, and other forms of communication shape
perceptions, behaviors, and societal norms.

Religious Institutions: These provide moral guidelines and a sense of community,

influencing values and behavior.

Stages of Socialization

Infancy: Learning basic trust and attachment through familial bonds.

. Childhood: Acquiring language, norms, and initial social skills, heavily influenced by

family and early education.
Adolescence: A critical period for identity formation, where peer influence becomes

significant, and individuals begin to explore different roles.

. Adulthood: In this stage, individuals solidify their roles in society, often balancing

multiple social identities such as professional, familial, and community roles.
Old Age: In later years, individuals may reassess their life experiences and social

roles, often facing challenges related to loss and change.
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